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The text of this sermon may be used without first obtaining my permission.  I do ask, however, that if you use any portion of the message for teaching or preaching preparations, that you would e-mail me a brief note to say you are making use of it.  This would be a courtesy and help to me personally.  You will note that in some sermons sections are bracketed between two sets of three asterisks (***).  The purpose is to delineate material that I did not preach, but that is integral to understanding the theology or exegesis of what was preached.  My e-mail address is revyoung@comcast.net  – Rev. Curt Young)

There is no question what the message of I Kings 12:25 – 13:32 is.  It is plainly stated as the conclusion in verses 33-34:
“Even after this, Jeroboam did not change his evil ways, but...”
 “Even after this...”  I titled this message “The Stubbornness of Sin”.  What was the prophet referring to?  
· After God had warned him so specifically as to name the name of the king who would destroy his pagan shrines centuries later;

· After God had given him a remarkable sign of the split altar;

· After God had shown him in his hand outstretched against the prophet the futility and suffering that come in opposing him;

· After God extended miraculous grace when he sought grace:
After giving him all these things -- Warning, a sign, a taste of wrath, an act of mercy -- Jeroboam clung to his sin.  What was so evident in his own life would be played out in the history of Israel and Judah again and again.
There is stubbornness about sin.  In everyone of us.  We have a way of returning to sin when we know better.  That is what I ask you to think with me about .  This is the emphasis in our text.  
What is underscored in the conclusion to our passage (vs. 33) is not that Jeroboam had evil ways, or that he did not change his evil ways, but rather, “even after this”, he did not change his evil ways.
We saw the same thing in Solomon in I Kings 11:9:  “The LORD became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice.”  Even after this!  

What was it that Jeroboam was so insistent upon?  He had set up a false religious system with a false god or gods to rival the worship of the Lord at the temple in Jerusalem.  
It included literally a “house” at Bethel, to rival the house of the Lord, a false temple with a golden calf. 
It included a false priesthood, not comprised of Levites as God appointed but of all sorts of people (12:31;13:33)

It included the fabrication of a false festival in the eighth month.  Just as the Feast of Tabernacles in the seventh month had been the occasion for the dedication of the temple in Jerusalem, so this false festival (12:32) was created as the occasion to dedicate the altar at Bethel.

This is what set in motion what happened next, in I Kings 13:1 :“By the word of the Lord, a man of God came from Judah, as Jeroboam was standing by the altar to make an offering.”  He is never named because it was the word he spoke from God that mattered.  He had blown in so to speak just as the breath of God, the Spirit willed.
So he prophesied the coming of Josiah, and gave the sign of the split altar.  God shriveled his hand when he attempted to oppose prophet and then restored it when he asked the prophet to pray for him.

Now you might think that someone who just witnessed all this would conclude, “I had better not mess with this God.  I had better change my evil ways and forget about this altar.”  But that didn’t happen.  
As verse 34 underscores:  “This was the sin of the house of Jeroboam that led to its downfall and to its destruction from the face of the earth.”  It was not only his sin of idolatry but his persisting in it “even after this.”
The rest of I and II Kings will refer back to “the sins of Jeroboam” no less than dozen times.  In II Kings 3:3 you read:  “Nevertheless he (the king in view) clung to the sins of Jeroboam...”
The other eleven times you read, “However, he did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam.”  (II Kings 10:29; II Kings 10:31; 13:2; 13:11, etc.)
2 Kings 10:28-30 (in Context) 2 Kings 10 (Whole Chapter) 
The same words used to describe Jeroboam’s stubborn refusal to turn from his sin is used to describe future kings’ stubborn refusal to turn from his sin.

As you move from Kings to Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Hosea the very term stubbornness is used fifteen times to describe Israel’s refusal to turn. (e.g. Isaiah 46:12)

Why do we tend to return, to revert back to sin, to stubbornly hold on to it?
Think with me for a moment about our English word stubborn.  It comes from a term for “stump.”  Have you had to remove one?  One year in Seattle, I spent entirely too much time removing a great pine stump from our yard.  It takes time and determination because there is only one way to remove a stump – besides a stump grinder, a truck and chain, or a small thermonuclear device!  It must be rooted out.  
You dig around the stump to expose the roots and then you sever them one by one.  The surface roots are small enough, but as you get to the heart of the stump, the part that’s hidden, that’s where you find tough gnarled hunks of wood determined to hug the soil and not let go.

This morning I would point out that tough, gnarled hunk of a root that made his aversion to trust and obedience so stubborn:  Fear.
I Kings 12:26 exposed it:  Jeroboam thought to himself, “The kingdom will now likely revert to the house of David.  If these people go up to offer sacrifices at the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem, they will again give their allegiance to their lord, Rehoboam king of Judah.  They will kill me and return to King Rehoboam.”
There is fear for you.  His followers will cease their revolt, they switch loyalty back to Rehoboam, and kill him!  In fact Jeroboam referred to Rehoboam as “their lord”; that is, the true master of his own people!
Fear gripped this man.  Do you remember back in I Kings 11: 38 how God promised him, “If you do whatever I command you and walk in my ways and do what is right in my eyes by keeping my statutes and commands, as David my servant did, I will be with you. I will build you a dynasty as enduring as the one I built for David and will give Israel to you.”  But fear made Jeroboam stubborn.  He believed the temple in Jerusalem was decisive to his future, not obedient faith.  
So God had shown him the way, not to mere survival, but to great success, a dynasty to last as long as David’s, but he refused it.
Then there was the final sign God gave, the one I did not read in verses 1-32.  The man of God who brought His word to Jeroboam was himself died for disobedience, for listening to the claim of a lying prophet though it directly contradicted what God himself had revealed.  God had told him in the strongest terms he must not accept any hospitality whatsoever in Bethel.  He himself had conveyed them to the king.  But then he yielded to another voice.  
If one of God’s own prophets could not escape after unwitting disobedience, how much less the king in full blown rebellion!  Even the death of the prophet was prophetic.
Is fear a root for sin in your life, that drives you to distort your worship?

Let me cite one major issue.  Giving.  It should be no surprise to any of us to hear that most Christians do not tithe. All the surveys published on the subject say that. Tithe means tenth and refers to giving a tenth of our income, of everything the Lord gives us back to him as part of our worship.  It was practiced, taught, and commanded many places in Scripture, from the time of Abraham through the ministry of our Lord.  
I well understand that many Christians claim that tithing no longer applies in the New Testament.  But there is not a single verse that says it, or implies it.  Circumcision, eating restrictions (clean and unclean), and blood sacrifices – all these are abrogated clearly.  Not tithing.  In the examples we do have of giving in the New Testament, the commitment we see displayed far exceeded tithing.
In Malachi, God challenges his people, “Return to me,” the very command he was gave Jeroboam.  Then he said:
“But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’  Will a man rob God?  Yet you rob me.  But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’ In tithes and offerings.  You are under a curse the whole nation of you because you are robbing me.  Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse that there may be food in my house.  ‘Test me in this,’ says the Lord, Almighty, ‘and see if I will not throw open the flood gates of heaven and our out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.’”

When you and I rob the Lord, he withdraws blessing.  Fear is no excuse.  Jesus put it in absolute terms.  No one can serve two masters.  “You cannot serve both God and money.”  (Matt. 6:24)

The Lord threw out the challenge to Jeroboam – a dynasty as enduring as David’s.  He refused to pick it up.  The Lord throws out a similar challenge to you and me.

Fear leads us to put the cart before the horse.  In essence Jeroboam was saying, “I am no sufficiently established to obey the Lord.”  But the Lord responded, “You don’t obey me sufficiently in order to be established.”  

The same is true of giving.  We think, “I don’t have enough to obey the Lord.” But the Lord’s response is, “You don’t obey the Lord enough to have.  Test me, try me.”  
This applies to our youth as much as to our adults.  You never have as much money as you need, do you?  Mom and Dad don’t understand, do they?  Do you tithe as an act of worship?

I speak of the stubbornness of sin, but you know there is also a stubbornness associated with obedience, a stubbornness of resolve.  In Kings there was the stubbornness of the kings but also the stubbornness of the prophets.
If the king’s stubbornness was rooted in weak and scheming fear, the prophet’s stubbornness was rooted in fierce trust.  I won’t say fearless but fierce, which means wild -- it would not be controlled by fear or tamed by unbelief.  It would not make excuses for disobedience.  

You may say this was born of the fear of God.  In fact they understood that while God’s judgment could be swift as the splitting of an altar or the sudden shriveling of a hand, it most often grinds slowly, undramatically yet inexorably, down through time as our authors were careful to chronicle in the history of the 

dynasties of Israel.  
God will have the last word and it will be exactly what he has said it will be.  Judgment begins with the household of God.  Those to whom much has been given, much will be required. 
Yet for my part, I would say the fierce trust of the prophets, whose example Hebrews 11 commends us to follow, was due far more to confidence in God’s grace than the certainty of his judgment.  The God who shriveled the hand restored it.  It wasn’t the ruin of Israel that kept them faithful but the promise of restoration.  

It was not the corruption of the current kings that fueled their passion but the promise of the coming King.  It was knowledge that genuine souls who seek Him find Him, who ask for grace receive, who knock on the door of heaven for assistance, have it opened to them.  It was knowledge that God’s promises of covenant blessing on covenant faith are always his open, generous hand extended, even when his other is raised in rebuke.
I feel sorry for Jeroboam.  He could have been great, like Moses, but instead he became a second Aaron, who would not give up his golden calves for the sake of genuine worship, even after all this.
I would ask you inventory the promises, warnings, signs, tastes of correction and many mercies of God in your own life.  Then ask yourself, “Am I stubborn for him, or against him?”  Is your hand open and extended, or closed and whithering? 
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